
Jesus Reinstates Peter
L8



Key Verse
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, 
do you love me more than these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”– John 
21:15 NIV



Lesson Focus

You are not beyond 
God’s Love



Jesus Reinstates Peter



A Checkered Past

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love (agape) me more than 
these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love (phileo) you.” Jesus 
said, “Feed my lambs.”16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, 
do you love (agape) me?”

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love (phileo) you.”

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” – John 21:15-16 NIV



A Challenging Future

The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love (Agape) 
me?”

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love 
(agape)me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love 
(phileo) you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when 
you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; 
but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone 
else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus 
said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify 
God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”-John 21:17-19 NIV



Jesus Loves You Still



Peter Crucified Upside Down

My Saves

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/555350197793568275/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/555350197793568275/


The Twelve Apostles



Questions

1. What are some ways you sometimes feel or respond when you’ve 
wandered away from Jesus or failed Him in some way?

2. How does Jesus respond when this happens?

3. What should our response to our knowledge of this be?

4. How might the circumstances described in today’s passage have 
been a reminder to Peter of his past failures?

5. What did Jesus want Peter to confirm?

6. What were some differences between the first two questions Jesus 
asked?



Questions

7. What did Jesus ask Peter to do if he truly loved Him?

8. What may Peter have been hurt by Jesus’ repetition of the same 
question?

9. What was going to change if Peter expressed the type of love Jesus 
demanded?

10. What was required so that Peter could be reinstated and become 
the “rock” Jesus said he was destined to be?

11. Have there been times when you felt worthless in the eyes of Jesus 
or that what you did was so bad that he would never love or accept 
you again?



Questions

12. How can today’s passage be encouraging as you consider times you 
may have felt this way?

13. How does Jesus want you to respond to His promise that you are 
never beyond the reach of His love?
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